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which those trades which were most immediately necessary
to the existence of the community could always obtain an
unfair advantage. Force is no more admirable in the
economic sphere than in dealings between states. In order
to secure the maximum of freedom with the minimum of
force, the universal principle is: Autonomy within each
politically important group) and a neutral authority for
deciding questions involving relations between groups. The
neutral authority should, of course, rest on a democratic
basis, but should, if possible, represent a constituency
wider than that of the groups concerned. In international
affairs the only adequate authority would be one represent-
ing all civilized nations.
In order to prevent undue extension of the power of
such authorities, it is desirable and necessary that the
various autonomous groups should be very jealous of their
liberties, and very ready to resist by political means any
encroachments upon their independence. State socialism
does not tolerate such groups, each with their own officials
responsible to the group. Consequently it abandons the
internal affairs of a group to the control of men not
responsible to that group or specially aware of its needs.
This opens the door to tyranny and to the destruction of
initiative. These dangers are avoided by a system which
allows any group of men to combine for any given purpose,
provided it is not predatory, and to daim from the central
authority such self-government as is necessary to the
carrying out of the purpose. Churches of various denomi-
nations afford an instance. Their autonomy was won by
centuries of warfare and persecution. It is to be hoped
that a less terrible struggle will be required to achieve the